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A Study of Emotional Intelligence Skills in a Sample of Saudi Gifted
Students in the Secondary Stage Using Bar-On Emotional Quotient
Inventory (EQ-i)

Fawkia Radi Al Sayed Abo Gollah
(Abstract)

The study aimed at exploring the factor structure of Bar-On Emotional
Quotient Inventory in a sample of Saudi students in the secondary stage. The
study also aimed at examining the differences between gifted and normal
students in emotional intelligence skills. The study aimed at examining
whether there are differences in emotional intelligence skills attributed to
students' sex and type of education (legitimate/natural) as well.

Sample of the study consisted of (157) students: (73) gifted (41males, 32
females) and (84) normal (35 males, 49 females) in the secondary stage in
Almadinah Almunawwarah. '

Results of the study showed that the factor analysis of Bar-On Emotional
Quotient Inventory yielded five-factor structure, which was largely in
keeping with the hypothesized general five factors for measuring Bar-On's
model of emotional intelligence (Intrapersonal emotional intelligence,
Interpersonal emotional intelligence, Adaptability, Stress Management,
General Mood).

Further, the internal consistency of Bar-On Emotional Quotient Inventory
appeared satisfactory. Alfa coefficients for the factors ranged from 0.713 to
0.892. Test retest reliability of Bar-On Emotional Quotient Inventory
appeared significant. Coefficients for the factors ranged from 0.702 to 0.871.
Evidence was also found for the validity of the Bar-On Emotional Quotient
Inventory. That is, meaningful correlations (coefficients ranged from 0.736 to
0.865 ) existed between Bar-On emotional intelligence factors, on the one
hand, and Beck Depression Inventory on the other .

Finally, results of the study proved that gifted students are more
emotionally intelligent than their normal peers. Females also are more
emotionally intelligent than males. Legitimate Education - compaired to
natural education - has superior effect on emotional intelligence skills.
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